Ministers' Conference, 27th -  31st January 2020 
Speakers and Abstracts of talks
Monday 27. 1. 2020
David Sedláček (*1974) comes from Brno,  graduated from the Evangelical Theological Faculty of Charles University (ETF CU) and also studied at the Theological Faculty in Rostock, Germany, for two semesters; was Minister in Krouna, a rural congregation, where he gathered his first experiences as a pastor. Now he is Minister in Miroslav congregation.
Dr. Karel Šimr, (*1975)  graduated from the ETF CU; is Minister of two small congregations – Chrast by Pilsen and Kralovice; completed his doctoral studies at the Theological Faculty at the University in Ceske Budejovice, where he now teaches; is interested in theological reflection on Diaconia; worked as a social worker and is currently an active member of the Psychosocial Intervention Team of the Czech Republic and a member of  Coena - an open initiative of members of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren and sympathizers who seek to deepen spiritual, liturgical and sacramental life in the Evangelical Church.
Tuesday 28. 1. 2020
Kristýna Kupfová (*1983) is Minister in Hradec Kralove congregation
Prof. Jan Štefan (*1958 in Prague), a Minister in the ECCB, professor of Systematic Theology at the ETF  CU and a part time student chaplain at the ETF; he reads Czech and German Evangelical Theology of the 20th century, especially Karl Barth; has published a monograph “Karl Barth and the Others”, (2005) and “Lord, to Whom Shall we Go?”, a collection of sermons (2018).
Abstract:
Pectus est quod facit theologum.  Faith without religion or faith with religion?
As Czechs belonging to the ECCB, we are used to associating faith with Revelation and not seeing a connection between faith and religion. We seem to be shy about and often lost on the question of evangelical piety. As an evangelical theologian who owes a lot to Barth and Luther,  I will attempt to look favourably at piety and religion. 

Lukáš Klíma (*1974) has been Minister in Prosec congregation for nearly twelve years; he studied theology in Prague and in Heidelberg; is a member of the editorial staff of the magazines Krestanska revue (Christian Periodical) and Revue společnosti křesťanů a Židů (Review of the Society of Christians and Jews), where he publishes popularising texts on biblical studies of the Old Testament and Judaism. 

Abstract:
The influence of the Old Testament on evangelical spirituality
This talk, which has an ambitious title, will deal with motives taken from a wide range of OT texts, which the speaker considers inspirational or current evangelical spirituality. He found the definition of spirituality by the most creative of the current American author, Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, the most relevant: “Spirituality is the dimension of life when we are aware of God's presence”. In the talk, we will use OT motifs that will influence our deliberations on God's presence in our lives: fear of God, Sabbath, trust in God, love of God, prayer, reading (reflexion/study) of Scripture (Torah), chesed (compassion) and tzedakah (justice).

Discussion with the Synodal Council:
Daniel Ženatý (*1954) Synodal Senior (Moderator)
Vladimír Zikmund (*1955) Synodal Curator (Lay Moderator)
Pavel Pokorný (*1960) First Deputy Synodal Senior
Ondřej Titěra (*1964) Second Deputy Synodal Senior
Jiří Schneider (*1963) First Deputy Synodal Curator
Eva Zadražilová (*1962) Second Deputy Synodal Curator
Panel moderator: Michael Otřísal (*1952) born in Moravian Wallachia; grew up in Brno; now  lives in Prague; he studied at ETF CU and from 1976 to 1990 was Minister in Prague-Vrsovice congregation; he spent a year at the Bossey Ecumenical Institute in 1985-6; in 2001 he was delegated by the Ecumenical Council to work in the newly established department of religious TV broadcasting, where he worked for 24 years, during that time he graduated from the Prague Film Faculty; he has been the regional coordinator of „Interfilm“ - an organisation grouping non-Catholic film critics and theologians; now, retired, he works as a contract cameraman and scriptwriter for Czech TV and the religious TV channel Noah; he is the chairman of ESBU (Annual Ecumenical Conference with the Bible and Art); from two marriages he has seven children and twelve grandchildren. 
Prof. Peter Zimmerling (*1958 Nidda/Oberhessen) is Practical Theology Professor at the University of Leipzig; he studied theology in Tübingen and Erlangen; he was Minister of the “Offensive Young Christians Community” at Reichenberg Castle in Odenwald 1989 - 1993; graduated in 1990; obtained his 'habilitation' in 1999; became private senior lecturer at the University of Heidelberg; he was senior lecturer at the University in Mannheim 2003 - 2005; was appointed as professor of Practical Theology, specialising in Spiritual Care, at the University of Leipzig; he has been the preacher in Meissen Cathedral since 2009; Dean of Student Affairs  2009 - 2013; has been the first University Preacher in Leipzig since 2012. He is also the author of: Evangelische Spiritualität, Wurzeln und Zugänge, 2. Auflage, Göttingen 2010: - Evangelical Spirituality, Roots and Approach (2010); Charismatische Bewegungen, 2. Auflage, Göttingen 2018:Charismatic Movements (2018); Evangelická mystika, Praha 2018: Evangelical Mysticism (2018);
Abstracts:

Lecture 1 The history of evangelical spirituality
Looking at the history of evangelical spirituality shows that it has always existed in the plural and in a variety of forms. There are criteria that are valid for all of them, such as orientation to the Pauline recognition that man is justified by grace alone. Apart from that, we will have a closer look at some examples of the forms of spirituality in history. It is not going to be a critical analysis but rather a phenomenologically oriented description of the differences and the richness of the traditions of evangelical piety.

Lecture 2 The practice of evangelical spirituality today
Many people yearn for a spiritual life. They do not want only to think about God but they also want to experience God with all their senses and feelings and know that he helps them. The evangelical faith offers a whole range of traditional forms: prayer, Bible reading, worship. It seems there are more and more for those for whom it is not enough. What should we think about the new forms of devotion, such as anointing, meditation and pilgrimages?

Dr. Jan Šikl. is a special education teacher, psychologist, psychotherapist, psychoanalyst, supervisor; he has a private practice in Prague. He has led supervision training for ministers in the ECCB, has worked as a supervisor for Diaconia for many years; has led several training sessions for ministers' lifelong learning programme.

Abstract:
Attraction and eroticisation in pastoral care situations
It is not rare that something like this happens in our practice. We can experience it with confusion, shame, worry; helplessness … this self-experience workshop is for 20 participants.
Dr. Radana Syrovátková (*1969)  psychotherapist and supervisor; practises mainly movement therapy and concentrates on non-verbal movement communication in relationships when providing therapy or in supervision; has a private psychotherapeutic practice; teaches dance and movement therapy; supervises individuals and NGO's  in social and health care; has been invited to the training of ECCB ministers – supervisors, who were interested in my way of providing therapy and who became inspired for a possible cooperation through workshops in continuing education.
Abstract:
How do I tell with my body what I am saying in words?
It happens that a passionate, well-meant or even convincing communication is not always understood as it is meant. There may occur communication „jamming“, given by non-verbal communication which can be countering or more urgent than what is being said verbally and we do not realise it. The word and gesture, movement or space communication with the community go hand in hand in ministers' work. My workshop offers space for seeing yet another dimension of communication and sharing in every-day life or in the role of a professional. Come to talk about and look at yourselves through movement.  
Wednesday 29. 1. 2020
Aleš Rosický (*1993), Minister in Tepla congregation
Dr. Jan Roskovec (*1966), preacher in the ECCB, assistant professor in the Department of New Testament, ETF CU, and Director of the Centre of Biblical Studies.

Abstract:
The word became flesh: John's non-mystical gospel
The fourth of the canonical gospels is known as the spiritual gospel. It has been so since the time of Clement of Alexandria, and even before: Gnostics liked to read John. Reading the youngest gospel carefully, we see the image of Jesus and God - a gnostic would certainly not be satisfied. And a mystic? It depends on what kind of mystic. The lecture will try to point to some of the features of John's text that should not be overlooked by an observant reader. 

Jiří Smrž (*1954) is an authentic author, ballad singer and a contemplative person, possessing language sensitivity. He puts a great emphasis on the lyrics in his songs and his performance is authentic and powerful. He has been awarded the “Angel” prize. https://www.jirismrz.com/
Thursday 30. 1. 2020
Jan Lavický (*1990), Minister in Klášter nad Dědinou congregation
Pavel Pola (*1981) is a priest, a member of Order of Discalced Carmelites and is the Prior of the monastery; he devotes his time to preaching, spiritual accompaniment, meditation and spiritual exercise; he is an assistant in self-experience training for priests; he is currently working on his doctorate at the ETF CU.
Abstract:
The flesh is the hinge of salvation (Caro cardo salutis)

Is our body a partner or an obstruction in spiritual life? What is, actually, a spiritual life? What can our experience with carnality tell us about God? Is there something like a prayer with the body? We will try to find answers (not only academic) to these questions.
Prof. Anna Hogenová, CSc (*1946) has degrees in the Czech language and Civics from the Faculty of Philosophy, Charles University and in Physical Education from the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, Charles University. She is a widow and has raised three children. Her professional interests cover phenomenology, the history of philosophy, the body and carnality. She teaches at the Hussite Theological Faculty and the Pedagogical Faculty, Charles University. She has written twenty-five monographs and many articles, is a member of editorial staff in England, Poland and the Czech Republic, and is a member of the Daseinsanalytic Society in Vienna and Prague.
Abstract:The temporal body as a possibility and a commitment
This is about Cartesian and Phenomenological interpretation of the body, the effect of the modern objectifying of the body, Husserl's and Merleau-Ponty's interpretation of the unity of the spirit and the body through the temporal body, the implications for science, for life and for human dignity. Humanity is not a construct, humanity is a dialogue.
Pavel Čmelík (*1959) has a degree in general biology from the Faculty of Natural Science in Brno, worked in various fields of nature conservation for twenty years. Ornithology has been his hobby since he was twelve years old and was also his job. He became a deacon after his studies at the Biblical College in 2002, later he graduated from the ETF Charles University. He is Minister in Leskovec u Vsetina.
Abstract:
Ornithological walk along the Vltava River
We meet in the middle of Charles Bridge at 2pm. Our identification and also condition for joining the group will be a roll (rohlik) in our hands. It will be useful to bring a pair of binoculars, an encyclopedia of birds, a pencil and a notebook to write down the different birds we may see. Wear warm clothes because we'll be standing and bird watching rather than walking.

Thousands of birds of many kinds come to the Vltava River in Prague from the north every winter, (mainly from Germany, Poland, Norway, Sweden, Finland …) The Vltava River does not freeze over and so it is a suitable environment for resting and getting food (also from people). Among the usual kinds like duck, swan, black-headed gull, herring gull, coot, cormorant, etc., we might also see less usual birds like moorhen, pochard, tufted duck, grebe, etc.) or even rare guests (scaup, golden eye, black-throated diver, goosander, pomarine skua, etc.)

Entering the Silence
Christians in the ECCB and also other churches in the Czech Republic live spirituality, which has its roots in Taizé in French Burgundy. In the 1940's, Brother Roger Schutz began to build a community, which was to be a prophetic sign for our times. Taizé has really become such a symbol. This community and the lifestyle there have inspired Christians in the whole world and helped them to understand the Gospels better. Taizé liturgy, prayers and songs are used by many Christians. Regular Taizé prayers take place in Prague and other places in the Czech Republic every first Monday of the month. The Ecumenical Group responsible for Taizé prayers in Prague invites us to enter the silence, to sing and pray in the Church of Martin in the Wall.

Friday 31. 1. 2020
Jan Mikschik (*1991), Minister in Krouna
Dr. Pavel Keřkovský (*1953) comes from Brno, studied at the ETF CU  1972 - 1977.  He worked as a medical orderly in a hospital in Brno because he did not get a state licence for ministry. He began working as a minister in 1980 and was Minister in Bukovka and then Horni Vilemovice until 2001. He has been teaching Theological Ethics at the ETF CU since 2001.
Abstract:
The Labyrinth of the World and the Paradise of the Heart – Spirituality according to Comenius
In The Labyrinth of the World and the Paradise of the Heart (1623-1663) Comenius criticised the European understanding of justice and civilisation, and also Catholic, Protestant, Muslim and Jewish or perhaps also Rosicrucian spirituality. He continued in the biblical – chiliastic theological discourse of the Czech reformation (Jan Hus), the discourse of Luke of Prague, and the German chiliastic discourse, mystical and neo-platonic discourse of German and Dutch university teachers. 

Comenius founded spirituality which was expressed through personal prayers (Praxis Pietatis), hymns (Hymnal 1659), relevant interpretation of the Biblical texts, he established socio-political projects. This type of spirituality is currently followed by those who are inspired by prayer books in their personal prayer life, they sing hymns in congregations and use books containing reflections on biblical texts, they are active in political and social affairs (e.g. Charter 77), they work in Diaconia establishments, in media, they preach, they teach, they write …

Spirituality in the Manse (what sustains me spiritually) – three testimonies

Anna Lavická (*1961) has been Minister for 33 years (21 years in Teleci, 12 years in Chrudim); will retire in 4 years. 
Jana Hofmanová (*1986), Minister in the ECCB, had worked in Sternberk and since 2016 has been Minister in Brno. She is a member of the Theological and Liturgical Committee and is doing doctoral studies in Practical and Ecumenical Theology at the ETF CU.
Jiří Weinfurter (*1962), Minister in Semonice 1990 – 2000, student chaplain at the ETF 2000-2007, hospital chaplain 2007 -2011, Minister in Krizlice since 2011. He is a member of the Training for Ministry Committee and coordinates supervision in the ECCB. 
